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3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 
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Response to Amendment 

As requested in the 18 April 2006 correspondence (hereinafter "present 
amendment") filed by applicants in reply to the Office action mailed 18 January 2006 
(hereinafter "previous Office action"), claims 1-7, 9-1 1 and 13-17 have been amended 
and claim 12 cancelled. 

Status of Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

In the previous Office action, claim 2 was rejected under the second paragraph of 
35 U.S.C. 112, for indefiniteness because of the recitation of "said compound" without 
identifying which compound was being referred to. 

In view of the present amendment to claim 2, which now specifies "said 
sulfamate compound" instead of "said compound," the rejection is hereby withdrawn. 
"Sulfamate" was introduced between the word "said" and "compound" in claim 1 as well 
by the present amendment. 

Claim 11 was rejected under the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112, because 
the definition of "M" in that claim was broader than the definition for the same variable in 
claim 10, from which 1 1 depends. Claim 10 defines "M" as a transition metal, not "a 
metal," generically. In view of the present amendment to claim 1 1 , deleting the 
definition of "M," which is unnecessary in light of the variable being defined in claim 10, 
from which 1 1 depends, the rejection is hereby withdrawn. 

Claim 12, it is noted, has been cancelled, because it duplicated limitations of 
claim 10. 
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Status of Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

In the previous Office action, claims 1-6, 9 and 10 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Espino et al, Journal of the American Chemical 
Society, vol. 1 23, pages 6935-6936 (2001 ), in view of Aoyama et al, Journal of Organic 
Chemistry, vol.52, pages 2555-2559 (1987). 

The rejection is hereby withdrawn in view of applicants' argument, specifically at 
page 1 1 of the correspondence filed 18 April 2006, first full paragraph . It is true that the 
Aoyama et al reference, although rhodium metalloporphyrin catalysts are disclosed, 
teaches a hydroboration oxidation reaction of olefins, not sulfamates. The reactions 
reported in Aoyama et al and Espino et al are not equivalent by any means, therefore, 
one of ordinary skill would not have a high expectation of success in applying Aoyama 
et al's catalyst to the cyclization reactions disclosed in Espino et al, even though a 
rhodium-based catalyst is common to each reference. The rhodium-based catalyst in 
Espino et al is a dirhodium complex, while the metalloporphyrins of Aoyama et al are 
single metal atom rhodium-porphyrin compounds. Neither the catalysts nor the 
reactions in the two references relied upon are equivalent for the purposes of arguing 
that substitution of one for the other would be prima facie obvious to the skilled chemist. 

In conclusion, the examiner agrees with applicants' statement that it is too 
speculative to base a finding of prima facie obviousness on the general statement 
provided in Espino et al - "C-H amination under Rh-catalysis has general applicability 
with a range of structurally disparate starting materials." No suggestion to employ any 
other type of rhodium-based catalyst is provided in Espino et al. 
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Claim Objections 

Claims 4 and 5 were objected to for a punctuation error in the previous Office 
action. The present amendment has remedied this deficiency and therefore the 
objection is withdrawn. 

Declaration 

In the previous Office action, the declaration was objected to because there was 
no post office address provided for the inventors. In view of the newly submitted 
declaration, the objection thereto is withdrawn. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-11 and 13-17 are allowed. 

A rejection under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) was the only prior art rejection set forth in the 
previous Office action, and that rejection has been overcome by argument. Upon 
reconsideration, the examiner agrees with applicants that it cannot fairly be said that the 
presently claimed subject matter is obvious over Aoyama et al in view of Espino et al. 

The closest prior art with respect to the subject matter of the allowed claims is 
Espino et al, which teaches an alternate method of making cyclic sulfamidates. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

All Post-Allowance Correspondence concerning this application must be mailed 

to: 

Mail Stop Issue Fee 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
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Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Or you can fax them to the Office of Patent Publications at 703-872-9306, in order to 
expedite the handling of such correspondence as amendments under 37 CFR 1 .312; 
information disclosure statements, and formal drawings. Sending Post-Allowance 
papers to Technology Center 1600 will only cause delays in matching papers with the 
case. 

For information concerning status of correspondence sent after receipt of the 
Notice of Allowance, please contact the Correspondence Branch at (703) 305-8027. 
The Notice of Allowance also has an insert containing contact information on other 
items, including Issue Fees, receipt of formal drawings and the status of the application, 
zt 




Class 


Subclass 




1* 



1/7 



F 




FIG. 1 



Class 


Subclass 


5KS 


2- 



2/7 




C0 2 * 

L-786,392 3 



NHEt 




Brinzolamide 



FIG. 2 



3/7 



H 2 N x 0 




catalyst 1 or 2 
Phl(OAc) 2) AI 2 0 3 Rl 



HN^ 




R 2 



°V /0 

H 2 N^ ^0 catalyst 1 or 2 hn' ^0 

— k Rz PhKOAcb.AI.Oa* R J k R2 



FIG. 3 



Class 


Subclass 


6*1^ 


2 



4/7 

Intramolecular amidation catalyzed by (Ru n (TPFPP)(CO)] (l) a 
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•Reaction conditions: catalyst: substrate: PhI(OAc) 2 = 0.015: 1: 2; CH 2 C1 2 , 40°C, 2 h. 

FIG. 4 
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High turnover intramolecular amidation catalyzed by 
[Ru n (TPFPP)(CO)l (1) 
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"Reaction conditions: catalyst: substrate: PhI(OAc) 2 = 1: 1000: 2000; CH 2 C1 2 , 40°C J 20 h. 
"Reaction conditions: catalyst: substrate: PhI(OAc) 2 = 1: 800: 1600; CH 2 C1 2 , 40°C, 20 h. 

FIG. 5 
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Asymmetric intramolecular amidation catalyzed by [Ru n (/>4- 
Por*)(CO)J a 



H 

5 QQ-oso 2 nh 2 Q^yT 2 CfiH6 53 81 

8 14 

6 39 82 c 



Entry Substrate Product Solvent ^!. d Ee(%) b 
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'Reaction conditions: catalyst: substrate: PhI(OAc) 2 = 1: 10: 14; 40°C for 2 h. b Ee was determined 
by HPLC using chiral OD column. Reaction at 4°C and 8 h. ""Reaction at 0°C and 8 h. 

FIG. 6 
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